EVERYDAY CONSCIOUSNESS AS OBJECT AND MEDIUM OF THE PHILOSOPHY FOR CHILDREN





In the present study a specific aspect of the main basic principles and history of the everyday consciousness of great practical importance will be discussed. This is the perspective of the philosophy for children that starting from the United State, step by step, conquers the world.





When we recommend the philosophical analysis a whole to be the subject of the philosophy for children, this programme is considered only one of the possible ones and nothing suggests that it should not be considered equal with several known, or at the moment still unknown methods as legitimate ones. This must be emphasized beside other arguments and possibilities because of there is a field where the plurality is not only a desirable and generous behaviour but it is also essential and unavoidable then this is the philosopy for children.





The analysis of everyday consciousness is suitable even from two points of view for becoming one of thre central programs of the philosophy for children. 


First it is so because it is suitable for the elimination of one of the greatest, imminent problems of the philosophy for children. To put it sharply, it means the following dilemma: The philosophy for children ist philosophy, i.e. some kind of reflection of the reality. The philosophy for children is, however, also children-philosophy, i.e. it is impossible to diminish or restrict in any possible way the manner, conceptuality, or categories of the reflections of the 'adults' philosophy for the children. It is an open paradox situation that can be resolved in, and with practice in case of the philosophy for children. In our opinion the information about and the introduction into the features and basic principles and the practice of everyday consciousness, and making it work at large would resolve this dilemma included also in the definition.





The introduction of the basic principles of the everyday consciousness offers a relationship between the everyday life and the everyday consciousness and not between, in a here unavoidably simplifying manner, some objective sphere and some metalanguage. The totally different quality of the two relationships will be crucial for us. Within the framework of the philosophy for children no one must cope with constitution of the objective sphere and the metalanguage, or their interrelatedness, respectively. Instaed of the foundation and elaboration of the relationship the work of the philosophy for children can be started with the reflection of everyday life, and of course, with the fixing of the conceptuality coming from the joint work.


Putting the everyday life and everyday consciousness in the centre and the related intellectual work is especially advantegeous from another relevant point of view. As we could already see that for another type of policy the determination of the objective sphere would have to face practically insolvable problems, the everyday world in each child's life acts as an agent transmitting infinite numbers of natural, inexchangable and daily impulses the naturality of which is incomparable in any sense of the word. And now, if we are speaking of this unparalleled natural intercalation of everyday life and the children's existence we are to emphasize the fact too, that such a strategy of the philosophy for children, also in its own natural way brings a basic intellectual and psychological democratism into the life of a learning community that by other means could be hardly achieved.





Here it is impossible to go into details about our basic concept concerning the everyday consciousness. Some basic principles of the everyday consciousness, from the point of view of the philosophy for children, however, will be discussed.


The principle of the NATURAL ANTHROPOMORPHIZATION of the everyday consciousness is greatly suitable for a possible philosophy for children for the strategic elaboration of the most varied forms and degrees of philosophical reflection. Recognition of the may lead everyone to the reevaluation of his own thinking and intellectual behaviour, and the recognition of the inherent natural anthropomorphization. In the very same way we shall be able to compare easily the natural anthropomorphization of the everyday consciousness with the desanthropomorphic intellectual objectivations. This, in an excellent way, greatly harmonizing with the natural activity of everyday consciousness may lead us to the elaboration of a prolegomena system where on the one side the basic features of the science, on the other that of the philosophy can be made visible just as compared to the natural anthropomorphization of the everyday consciousness. In this manner the philosophy for children has a specific new function and does not spread great philosophy reduced to children's perspective but lays the foundations the most adequate, optimum approach of the great philosophy, and in a new sense of the word, it may be prolegomena.





The principle of MONOCAUSALITY of the everday consciousness, in no less significant relations may prepare in a natural way the later philosophical thinking (solving besides also actual tasks by its concrete thinking activity). The monocausality of the everyday consciousness, its recognition, instruction, reflection and criticism naturally leads to the emergence of a standpoint within the philosophy for children that it is able to reflect the monocausality of the everyday consciousness (including also the cilds's own consciousness) that it is not accompanied by a new, positive, systematic philosophical study. Accordingly, the discussion of this principle prepares the learning of the great philosophy (science, etc.) in a manner so that it is not identical with some previous training of the great philosophy. Special possibilities are offerred within the discussion of the monocausality through different media, the elaboration of the psychological, sociological and philosophical (or ethical, anthropological, etc.) basic features of monocausality. That means that it is a possibility that through the concrete materials and themes of the philosophy for children the student of the philosophy for children should sense not only the simple fact of the monocausality of the everyday consciousness but also the internal division of monocausality. Like all the knowledge that starts from the analysis of everyday life and everyday consciousness, the possible interpretations of the principle of monocausality, as it has been already proved, have a strong socializing power since the analysis of the everyday life even more strongly make the students unterstand the society they live in. To the socialization component belong the complex that here is impossible to discuss, that for several reasons the power and efficiency were significantly reduced. This is advantegous for any type of study of the everyday consciousness, i.e. not only the for the philosophy for children among the possibilities of the solution of the task of socialization.





A next basic principle organizing the everyday consciousness that may have multiplically important role in a philosophy for children programme built on the analysis of everyday consciousness in the principle of POSTERIOR, RETROSPECTIVE TELEOLOGICAL ASPECT OF THE PAST. This principle attempts to formalize the widely felt phenomenon according to which, looking from the present, the processes, phenomena, and tendencies are all rationalized and appear in a teleological shape that led exactly to the present that it is just existing. In this principle the teleologization and rationalization are almost synonim terms. In the courses of the philosophy for children discussion the criticism of the principle of the posterior teleologization partly naturally can cast light the dimensions of this rather important, definitive phenomenon but it can obtain even more important intellectual function. It can show in an obvious direct manner for the student the fact of alternativity of the social existence and the history. Thus the criticism of the posterior teleologization directly leads to the knowledge and understanding of the problem of the historical alternativity. It may also illustrate again that how the great philosophy emerges within the philosophy for children without diminishing the great philosophy to children's level.





The SPONTANEOUS HARMONY principle regulating the activity of the everyday consciousness can play also a very important role in a philosophy for children programme built upon the everyday consciousness. The recognition, teaching and discussion of the phenomena of the spontaneous harmony cannot again serve for the participant of the course of the philosophy for children should form a comprehensive picture simply through this line about the picture of the social existence appearing in the everyday consciousness but the critical elaboration of the spontaneous harmony of the everyday consciousness in itself can lead to a criticism that may overlead this spontaneous harmony of everyday consciousness. And here we can see again how advantageous is to build the programme of the philosophy for children upon the everyday consciousness. Anyhow quite a different thing is if the criticism of the spontaneous harmony of the everyday consciousness is carried out on the basis of another, ready, already constructed philosophical discours. This in this case would mean that the children's philosophy would stop to be a philosophy for children and it would prescribe some reduction of the great philosophy. The recognition of the phenomenon of the spontaneous harmony and the construction of its criticism is a possibility, and in case of success a result the significance of which can be hardly estimated.





A further basic principle organizing the everyday consciousness is the principle of OWN ADVANTAGE. The methodological elaboration of the principle of own advanttage again can contribute to the foundation of several later philosophical or ethical problems. Here, however, it cannot be avoided either that we should not refer to the overall educational possibility hidden in this principle. Recognition and teaching the principle of own advantage sharply indicates the comprehensive selectivity of the everyday consciousness based on the principle of own advantage that everyone can apply both for his and other's behaviour. Moreover, in the course of the progress of the work just the sounder understanding and criticism of the self-interested selection of the everyday consciousness in a good but not exceptional case may lead to the possibility of overstepping the selective egoist basic behaviour characteristic of the everyday consciousness. It is important not because of the possible surprising result but also because of the way leading to it. This way is formed not through the manifestation of the results of a great, ready philosophical system but through the analysis of everyday life and everyday consciousness in everyday language. Among the organizing principles of the everyday consciousness the principle of linear progress may be also of great importance in such a philosophy for children programme. The reflexive analysis of this basic principle, on the one hand, indicates again such predetermination of the everyday consciousness. Simultaneously with this indication, however, it may form a critical and relativizing standpoint in the students that not only may offer a basic mental help everyone for the better understanding of the reality but they make them openly interested in the real, theoretical questions of the history. The principle of linerar progress or linerar accumulation is one of the basic schemes that appear not on single concrete objective or cognition level but as their foundation, that may lead to erraneous sensing and through this to marked forms of the erraneous consciousness. The work by using this basic principle would be especially valuable if we realize that vital interests of the everyday consciousness are hidden behind such basic principles, since for instance the unterstanding of the linear progress coming originally from the great philosophy offers more vital help for solving the problems of everyday consciousness than a principle organizing the experience that is based on the chaotic components of the history.





The principle of the LACK OF THE SYSTEMATIC CRITICISM may be almost the crown of the basic principles of the everyday consciousness. While through concrete materials, examples and other media the basic principles of the everyday consciousness becomes clear that it lacks both the attitude and ability of systematic criticism, while this lack can be illustrated with the function and profession (mission) of modern everyday consciousness, the concept and ability of the systematic criticism can be formed almost by itself in the possibly most natural way resembling to the former ones. The analysis of the everyday life and everyday consciousness is directly united also in this case with the learning of the not--yet systhematized philosophy.





After describing the basic principles of the everyday consciousness (of which only those were discussed in details that sharply showed theeir suitabilitiy for application in a philosophy for children programme) we have to note that the stages of the new age, modern history of the everyday consciousness can be built in minutely and firmly into such a programme. All there advantages the basic principles had appear also at the discussion of the history of the everyday consciousness of the new age. Here, too, we first of all think of the fact that it is unnecessary to construct the objective and metalinguistic motifs related to history and historical reflection, respectively. The basic trend of the work is made up of the task of the joint reflection of everyday life here too.
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